This issue:

Spring is in the air
Read on for the information you’ll
want to know as an Employee
Transportation Coordinator or commuting employee – even if you’re
telecommuting.
Springtime is a transitional season.
From the cold, wet winter to the warm,
dry summer. This is a good opportunity
to re-evaluate habits and introduce
new healthier alternatives. Whether it
is walking, biking, or riding transit, we
can stay safe by following the latest

If there is anything you would like to
see in the next edition of this news-

mask guidelines from the CDC. Alt-

letter, please share your thoughts by

hough the mask mandate for Washing-

emailing ctrujillo@everettwa.gov or

ton state has been lifted, it is still in

by calling 425.257.7782 with any sug-

effect for transportation hubs; including

gestions.

buses and trains across the country.
Stay up to date with the FTA’s latest
announcement. Check out the new
changes coming to the ORCA card system. Also, find out more about flooding
and what you can do to be prepared in
this exciting issue.

The ORCA card you know will soon
be getting some changes.
Starting this Spring, a new ORCA card
system will be rolling out to transit riders.
The biggest change that riders will notice
and appreciate is flexibility. You will be
able to add fare value in real-time and
manage your account on the go with the
myORCA app, or website. Adding money
will be easier with the new autoload system; taking away the stress of reloading
your card before you run out of funds.
Managing funds among multiple cards
will be streamlined. As well as having
more locations to purchase a card closer
to you.

If using an ORCA card at a retail location
you will need to replace it with a new redesigned card.

Where can I find more info?
Read more about these exciting changes
and keep up to date with the latest developments by subscribing to ORCA
news.

What about my current card?
Will it still work?
Yes! Your current ORCA card will work on
the new card readers, so keep using it!
When the new system arrives all you will
need to do is connect your card and set
up your account on the new myORCA.com website or via the myORCA app.
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Pollen, pollen,
everywhere!
With springtime in the air,
many of us find ourselves
congested or with allergies
that make it difficult. Keep
informed of the local pollen
count before you go outside.

Will Washington be getting
wetter?

waterways and stormwater
member not to attempt to
runoff can produce flooding,
walk or swim across floodwamudslides,
and
other
disasters.
ters. As little as six inches of
This last year, we have seen
moving water can knock you
torrential rain brought to us
over, and one foot of moving
from the Pacific ocean. This
water can sweep your vehicle
comes from a process generally
away.
known as the Pineapple Express. These atmospheric rivers
Have a plan ready. Know the
are common, and a few of
risks of your area by checking
these events each year can
FEMA’s flood map and emercause up to half of the annual
gency alerts. Prepare food and
precipitation on the West
fresh water reserves. Learn
Coast. While this process pronavigation routes, shelter locaBeing prepared for rising wavides an important source of
tions, and where the high
ters can keep you safe. Refresh water, the saturation of
ground is in your area.

Impervious Surfaces
As cities grow, more natural
landscape is replaced with
roads, buildings, houses, and
parking lots. This creates
problems for local watersheds around Washington.
Eliminating areas where
groundwater can infiltrate
into the soil is linked to the
increased severity and frequency of flood events.

Featured commute mode: Walking
“Walk, don’t run!”
With the warmer weather emerging, and the
longer days ahead, one of the best ways to
experience this season is getting out and
walking to your destination.

What if I am too far from where I need
to go?
Please don’t panic; many people find themselves in a similar situation. This is one of the
most common reasons people will choose to
drive for their commute. Even if you cannot
walk for the entire duration, mixing your
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modes of transport can improve not only
your health but also help do your part to reduce carbon emissions.

Staying safe while walking

Free parking, not so free?

Be alert and watch for hazards on both the
roadway and sidewalk. Keep your distractions
to a minimum. Distracted walking can lead to
dangerous situations. If walking in the morning or evening, make sure to carry a flashlight
or wear high visibility clothing, and if you can,
bring along a friend.

With Washington state projected to grow to nearly 8.9
million residents by 2040,
many jurisdictions are looking
for innovative ways to address parking. Here is a parking guide for when you need
to make the trip downtown.
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Transit options are expanding
around the sound and can be
a great way to avoid a parking
headache.

Upcoming events
Celebrate Earth Day by exploring ways to live more sustainably. Be on the lookout for local
events or create your own.

If you need trip-planning or
transit assistance, do not hesitate
to contact Everett Transit
Customer Service by phone at
425.257.7777 or by email at
ETmail@everettwa.gov.
If you need assistance as an ETC,
please reach out to either of us
directly:
Mimi West
425.257.8806
mwest@everettwa.gov
Clayton Trujillo
425.257.7782
ctrujillo@everettwa.gov

Give bicycling a try with National Bike to Work Month!

Join us as Everett Transit celebrates on two wheels! Visit our website for more information
and updates about this exciting event.
If you have a commute-related event (virtual or otherwise) open to the public that you’d like to see
on this list, please send us your event. The next newsletter will be published in mid-June.

Commuter resources
Find past newsletters, trainings, RCWs and more!
Use this to find out which bus to take to your destination.
Use this to find someone to start a carpool or vanpool with.
News, resources, and updates for biking commuters.
This PDF map tells you which commonly used roads have shoulders or bike lanes.
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This Commute Trip Reduction Program brought to you by a partnership between WSDOT and Everett Transit.
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